
Course Maintenance Report / Plan - March 2022 

 
Weather 

 

This summer has been a bit more typical.  Reasonable rainfall - not enough - but not 

too bad.  Overall temperatures were higher than usual - but no danger to turf. 

 

This month, the course has been busy and the postponed Expol pro-am and the Fox 

event were completed in good weather. 

 

Greens 

 

The greens give very little trouble.  Routine mowing up to nine times per week 

produced reasonable paced greens for the big events.  At the 54 hole tournament, 

putting surfaces were still fairly smooth after a large field had played two rounds.   

Growth was maintained with light soluble fertiliser and disease kept under control by 

monthly sprays. 

 

Irrigation was used to keep greens turf alive when no rain fell, but the collar / 

surround turf dried out more quickly.  This suggests the greens have better root 

systems than collars.  We plan to verti-drain the surrounds more this autumn / winter, 

to improve the turf close to the greens. 

 

There are very few broadleaf weeds on the  greens, largely due to the low fertility, 

low disturbance program we use to favour browntop, but warm season grass weeds 

are common.  Carpet grass can be found on many greens, particularly where 

present in the surround, as at 14 and 18, but worse at 4, where the green surface 

was extended on the left side.  This has revealed a considerable number of plants.  

The first of two or three applications of Image herbicide was applied, this has been 

used for a number of years to control this un-wanted warm season grass.  We also 

have a few small, scattered paspalum plants, which will be manually removed with a 

hole cutter, since we have no chemical to control paspalum in fine turf. 

 

Renovation Week in March went very smoothly, thanks to the lack of players.  The 

‘Away Days’ on Monday and Wednesday, and one tee start on Tuesday gave the 

greenstaff space to deep Verti-drain, double  pass shallow slit tine, verti-cut, soil 

topdress, double brush and mow the  greens.  This is the most aggressive, surface 

disturbing verti-drain, of the four throughout the year, but the good overall health of 

the grass should allow a quick restoration of smoothness. 

 

Greens management for the next few months will consist of routine mowing, sprayed 

fertiliser, fungicide, insecticide and selective grass herbicide, as required, to maintain 

good browntop greens through autumn and winter.  This would be helped by players 

repairing more pitchmarks. 

 



 

 

Tees  

 

In contrast to the greens, the tees lost a lot of turf cover during the hot, dry, weather.  

But with more rainfall, and better irrigation, most tees performed better than the last 

few years, but still vary from hole to hole. 

 

So far this month, the tees have been deep slit tined once, and dressed with an 

organic fertiliser.  The coming months should see more of the same.  Lots of spiking, 

slitting and verti-draining, together with a little overseeding. 

 

 

Fairways and approaches 

 

These large areas of turf have performed better this year.  The seasonal moisture 

deficit has been less extreme and the browntop has been the dominant grass.  So 

far the turf surface has not been too badly affected.  The brown, dormant bent grass 

offering tight lies. 

 

Following the visit and report from David Ormsby, we tried a few of his options.  

While not being scientific research, it became clear that additional spiking provided 

the best response.  The soil is very hard at 50 to 75 mm.  Spiking, or slitting, through 

this layer helps browntop grow a deep root system.    We plan an intensive aeration 

program for autumn winter, verti-drain all fairways once, slit tine all areas ten to 

twenty times.  This may require a contractor, since our verti-drain is rather old and 

narrow. 

 

We also found that use of localised granular wetting agent was effective to improve 

rain percolation on the highest humps and ridges. 

 

Additional fertiliser was tried on various parts of holes 7 and 18.  Here we found that 

occasional light sprays with Nitrogen fertiliser gave best results.  The more 

expensive, chemical, controlled release product just gave lush patches, growing too 

fast, when we needed it least. 

 

Selective weed killer, which was impractical in spring, will begin shortly.  Very low 

cost herbicide will be used.  It would be desirable to make two applications this year. 

 

 

Roughs 

 

Application of broadleaf weed killer has  started in the rough at holes 16,17,18 and 

12.  This will be continued as soon as possible.   

 



The paspalum control weedkiller, used for the last two or three years, will probably 

be deferred for a year.  This product is most effective when the browntop is brown 

and dormant, so it is best used in severe droughts. 

 

 

Trees 

 

The damage caused by cyclone Dovi has been cleaned up.  A huge effort from 

volunteers, Pete Rowe, Ted Murray and Brian Robinson, who dealt with the biggest 

trees, branches, together with fires to deal with the debris.  This allowed the 

greenstaff to pick up many trailer loads of wood, again with a lot of help from 

volunteers.   

 

The cyclone wrecked or damaged mainly rotting gums and conifer trees which are  

already split, and scheduled for removal.  Wholesale tree removal is largely 

complete.   Planned trees to go will be those which are ugly, messy and falling apart.  

Any re-planting will continue with the central theme of the Glasgow Report, which is 

‘less is more.’  Only planting trees if it improves the golf course - not ‘to fill a space’ 

or ‘just to look nice’. 

 

 


