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Course in really great shape but challenges ahead  

The club’s recent membership survey showed the majority of members want the club’s focus to be on further 
improving our course.  

As a result, the management committee and manager have been working with Martin to continue the great work 
he and his team have been doing.  

Despite some of the persistently worst weather of recent times, the course is in really great shape. The greens in 
particular are probably the best they have been for a very long time: they have good, dense covering, are running 
true at a good speed and are even able to hold pitch shots (something that used to be a very rare occurrence!)  

And these are not just our views. High profile, knowledgeable visitors, such as the greens superintendent from 
Tara Iti and the manager from Paraparaumu (two of the best courses in the country) have gone out of their way 
to comment on the impressive condition of our course. At the conclusion of his round, the former actually took 
time to track down Martin and congratulate him, remarking that, in his opinion, Waihi was among the very best 
country courses he had played. Our manager and staff regularly receive such compliments from visiting players 
(including from one group, on a playing tour from Auckland to Tauranga, who said our greens were the best they 
had played on).  

The great state of our course is also attracting new members (membership is at an all-time high) and an 
increasing number of visitors. In the last year, some 30,000 cards were issued and there were around 27,000 
completed rounds.  

All of this is a great tribute to Martin, John and Tom. 

It is also a vindication of the programme Martin has instituted and the hard work put in over the past few years by 
both the greens staff and numerous volunteers. These many volunteers, who have given freely of their time and 
materials, have enabled us to complete a number of vital projects earlier than would have been possible and in a 
very cost effective way. 

Work is also on-going on areas that were highlighted as being of particular concern to members: fairways, tee 
areas and GURs. Regular tining of fairways and the application of both soluble and organic granular fertilisers 
(when weather permits) will help thicken the fairway turf; re-turfing of the tee blocks and mitigation of the effects 
of our increasing traffic volumes is underway and there has been substantially more clear marking of GUR areas. 

As requested by you, the members, the management committee, and manager are committed to continue this 
great work but there is no doubt there are significant challenges ahead.  

It is becoming increasingly expensive to maintain the course in its current excellent condition and to institute 
further improvements. Fuel for the mowers and other machinery, fertiliser, seed and maintenance costs have 
already increased significantly over the past year and further substantial increases seem likely. The recent spate 
of fairly extreme weather has also come at a cost with fallen trees needing to be replaced, the old stumps ground 
and the surrounding areas repaired.  
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Nevertheless, the management committee, manager and greens team are all committed to maintaining the 
course in its current excellent condition, meeting our members’ expectations and doing so in the most cost-
effective way possible.  

Please do your part by staying out of GUR areas as much as possible, following the Carts this Way signs and, if 
possible, answering the call for volunteers for our working bees.  

Changing of the guard 

As many of you will know, after many years of great service to our club, Martin has decided to retire and will be 
leaving us at the end of September. As noted above, Martin is very highly rated by his peers, has done exceptional 
work in his time the Waihi Golf Club and leaves us with the best of wishes for his future. 

His replacement Mark Lindsay, who we will introduce properly in the next newsletter, starts on the 5th September.  
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