
GOLF COURSE REPORT / PLAN JULY 2022 
 
 
Weather 
 
Still fairly mild, but we have had a few good frosts, which has scorched the odd 
patch of kikuyu we have in the rough.  But the soil is still warm enough for a  
little cool season grass growth.  Browntop bentgrass was imported from UK, 
and seed is now commercially grown in Canterbury and Oregon.  Our traditional 
golfing turf can handle a few frosts, as long as it is not walked on too much. 
 
 
Greens 
 
Greens mowing is down to three cuts per week. With slow growth, very little 
grass is removed with each mow, and the surfaces can speed up.  Also, to 
spread the wear, we must use the whole green for pin placement.  They may 
look like Greenkeepers Revenge holes, but are turfgrass preservation holes. 
 
Through winter, in an attempt to wring a little growth out of a mild spell, light 
soluble fertiliser may be sprayed.  At Waihi, cool season fungal diseases - 
Fusarium patch and Red Thread - do not infect very quickly, are usually found 
on green surrounds and fairways, and spraying is rarely justified. 
 
Carpet grass is gradually disappearing, either due to sprayed herbicide or 
natural seasonal change, and the odd paspalum plant will be removed by 
plugging from the turf nursery. 
 
 
Tees 
 
 
The program we use to favour browntop tees - regular, varied depth aeration, 
over seeding, regular divot repair, is gradually improving the tee surfaces.  Tees 
still have an inconsistent grass species mix, but every overseeding helps. 
 
The last few years has seen a big increase in golf traffic, with constant, seven 
days a week play, rain or shine, together with much more golf cart use.  The 
concentrated traffic routes from green to next tee are not recovering in spring 
or autumn, almost every hole would benefit from a concrete cart path.  Even 
the ladies tees at 3 and 4, which get much less traffic, paths are starting to wear.  
Carts and trundlers are all funnelled through a narrow gap between the trees, 
seats and tees. 
 
Later this month, we plan to re-turf some key areas, using turf cut from rough, 
this will last a couple of years, before the grass is just worn away by traffic. 
 
 

Fairways and Roughs 
 



The maintenance of the fairways has continued.  We aim to slice tine 18 holes, 
twice a month, together with solid tine verti-drain aeration in key areas like 
approaches / green surrounds.  A combination of sprayed soluble fertiliser and 
organic granular fertiliser has been applied to help the turf thicken up. 
 
 
Trees and Paths 
 
The last big storm revealed the poor condition of a number of trees around 
holes 3, 4, 5.  These were removed by our team of tree volunteers.  The stumps 
have been ground away, but the clean up and regrassing has been stalled by 
rainfall. 
 
At number 4 tee, a path is planned to take carts, trundlers and walkers through 
an area where no grass grows - due to lack of light and water, caused by trees, 
regular puddling, caused by poor contouring, and double traffic - in from the 
front and back out over the same track.  Replacement tree planting is planned 
to shield players. 
 
 
Summary 
 
Winter greenkeeping is mainly damage limitation.  Holes and tees may be 
placed in different spots, ropes may be used to guide play away from weak 
areas, and the soil will be spiked as often as practical. 
 
The natural free draining soil provides good conditions all year, but the last  few 
days, the rain and wind has made conditions unpleasant, and limited player 
numbers.  This gives the whole course  a rest.   You can almost hear the grass 
sighing with relief! 


