
 

 

 

In just a couple of weeks you will have the opportunity to witness some of the best NZ 

professional golfers being tested by our own course. 

The course is in excellent condition: the greenkeepers have worked hard to bring the 

course to a level that is a pleasure to play, and two enthusiastic members have been 

busy for months removing trees—(diseased, dead or nuisance), opening up even more 

stunning views of the surrounding countryside. There is a new cart shed with adjacent 

concrete paths, and gardeners have been busy tending the gardens.  

Following the outstanding success of the two Expol Pro-Ams held in 2020 and 2021, 

the organizing committee is constantly seeking innovative ideas to make this year’s 

Expol Pro-Am on Saturday and Sunday, February 12/13 even more enjoyable, and is 

confident that it will be better than ever.  Players were advised not to delay their entries 

when the invitations to the tournament were sent out in November, and the old adage 

of “he who hesitates is lost” was only too true, with many disappointed that they were 

relegated to the waiting list. 

Nationwide sponsors Expol, Clark Equipment, Golf Warehouse, and Craigs Investment 

Partners together with on-the-day sponsors Carlton Party Hire, Flat White Café, La Vie 

en Rose Tapas Bar, Waihi College, Waihi Beach Hotel, Waihi Beach RSA, Surf Shack 

Eatery, G.A.S, Peter Hikaka, E-Z-GO, Elite Service—all ensure a wonderful prize table 

again this year. 

The tournament format is a shotgun start with a professional golfer and three amateur 

players in each team, with three of the four stableford scores over 36 holes to 

count.  (Will anyone beat Tae Koh’s record-breaking 61 gross, and his 2021 

tournament win 17 shots under par)? 

The highest team stableford score over the two days wins, and the pro will receive a 

share of the team’s winnings, in addition to playing for their own purse as individuals 

on gross over 36 holes. In the event of a tie, a countback system will be used. 



 

 

Special prizes:  

•     The top individual amateur best stableford score receives the Maureen Murray 

Trophy.  

•    There will be a $1000 prize on Saturday open to all, sponsored by Expol, where 

players whose tee shot finishes in a circle nearest the pin on N° 8 will qualify for 

a closest to the pin shootout later in the day. They will  play from a specified 

distance down the 11th fairway into the 11th green. This is a modified version of 

the same competition won in the Expol Pro-Am 2021 by Mick Wilson on his 26 

handicap.  

•     $1000 prize for the first Hole in-One on N° 6 sponsored by Expol, open to all.   

•     Closest to the pin on N° 13— a wrapped bar fridge prize sponsored by Clark 

Equipment, amateurs only over two days.  

•     Closest to the pin N° 15 on both days open to all, $250.00 each day 

sponsored  by E-Z-GO.  

•     The longest drive on N°12. 

The emphasis is on fun and to enjoy the rare opportunity to play with, and pick up hints 

and tips from the professionals during the tournament, and their exhibitions of putting, 

chipping and bunker play after Saturday’s golf can only be beneficial, with toe-

tapping  Katikatz Dixie Band on hand  to entertain you throughout the proceedings, 

which will include a Silent Auction, and drawing the $5 Weber Q3000 BBQ raffle , 

sponsored by Clark Equipment, with proceeds to go to Prostate Cancer Research. 

It promises to be an exciting weekend, and spectators are more than welcome to visit 

the course to see the experts in action, and be part of the festive atmosphere. 

Representatives of sponsors Expol and Clark Equipment will be on hand at the players’ 



 

 

 

refreshment stops on the first, and 13th tees, and will be only too happy to discuss their 

products.  

After the first day’s play, it is estimated that these formalities will be over and done with 

by 5:30pm to give players time to enjoy Waihi’s scenic spots, or a swim at the beautiful 

Waihi Beach. Prize-giving  on Sunday after the tournament is over will be run to a tight 

schedule and completed as quickly as possible, bearing in mind that the beach and 

families are waiting. 

 

Regards, 

The Expol Pro-Am 2022 Organising Committee 

 

 

  


