
 

Course Maintenance Report / Plan - December 2021 

 
Weather 

 

We have had ideal spring weather this year.  A little warmer than usual, but most 

importantly good rainfall, has fallen gently and soaked into the soil.  This is in stark 

contrast to the last two or three years, where long periods were cold, dry and windy.  

Aside from the monthly rainfall totals being more normal, the rain has arrived in small 

well spaced blocks.  All of this has helped with turf recovery from drought damage. 

 

Greens 

 

The warm wet weather encouraged plenty of growth of browntop on the greens.  No 

irrigation was required, the sprinklers were just used to wash in sprays.  In fact, the 

sprinklers were running mostly for testing purposes. 

 

Although nature encouraged some growth, light, sprayed, soluble, Nitrogen fertiliser 

was still necessary, because the greens are kept so lean and hungry.  Following the 

October Verti-draining, the aim was to smooth the surfaces and present medium 

paced putting surfaces.  The weather gave us plenty of growth, and six or seven cuts 

per week is the current regime. 

 

Warm, wet browntop turf is very susceptible to Dollar Spot fungal disease.  The 

greens were sprayed every two or three weeks to minimise the risk of damage to the 

putting surfaces.   So far, we have controlled this disease.  The greens are clean, but 

there is obvious damage on collars, tees and fairways, where we do not spray.  

(Since a single spray of greens can use over $ 1000 dollars worth of chemical, tees 

and fairways are not treated.) 

 

The greens and green surrounds were also sprayed with Image selective herbicide - 

part of our program to control Carpet grass in and around greens.  This ugly, coarse, 

warm season grass (rather like a small paspalum) can be found in most greens / 

collars, but is worst at 4, 14, 18.  On the left side of green 4, where the green 

boundary was changed, the treated weed grass is now very clear.  Further 

applications are planned to eliminate Carpet grass from green surrounds. 

 

For the next couple of months, the greens maintenance will be much the same. Light 

soil topdressing is planned for January and February, and very gentle verti-drain 

aeration to allow rain to soak in.  This will refine the surfaces, and allow us to 

prepare firm, medium fast greens for new year. 

 

 

 

 



Tees, Approaches & Fairways 

   

These areas are either poorly irrigated, or not at all.  The favourable spring weather 

has helped most surfaces show improvement.  Weed control spraying is a little 

behind schedule, mainly due to a lack of dry spray days.  (But regular rain is better 

than drought.) 

 

Tees and approaches are currently being mowed twice a week, and one, or 

occasionally two cuts for fairways is only just keeping up with growth.  Unlike the 

greens, there are some areas of tee and fairway that have received excess fertiliser 

to aid drought recovery.  Eg.  No 18 approach is currently growing too well.  Since 

this was one of the trial areas for controlled release fertiliser. 

 

Our overall target for the course is to have just enough grass growth to recover from 

wear and tear.  We do not want maximum crop yield. 

 

 

Roughs 

 

We always  get a spring flush of growth, but this year has been more than usual 

Some places could be mowed daily.  It gets tougher in December with increased  

play, short working weeks, other jobs e.g. cart shed, garden etc. 

 

With men and machines tied up cutting rough, it was a huge help to have another  

weed eater working bee, which made the rough look much tidier. Thanks. 

 

 

Bunkers 

 

The rebuilt  bunkers at 15 and 16 are almost ready for play.  Our next job, apart from 

mowing more rough, is to complete the sand in these two,bunkers and top up others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


